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June 5, 2021 

 
Dear Clyde-Savannah Families,  
 

Yesterday afternoon, Dr. Howard Zucker, the Governor's Commissioner of Health, 
shared an open letter asking the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for clarification on 
mask wearing in schools. He explained that the Governor's office could be issuing 
guidance allowing schools to make mask wearing optional as soon as next week. This 
open letter can be found here: https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-
06/Letter_from_NYSDOH.pdf 
  
Although Dr. Howard Zucker’s letter indicates that the Governor wants to change the 
guidance on Monday, it doesn’t actually change the guidance. Unfortunately, until the 
Governor or Dr. Zucker officially issues the guidance, we do not know for sure what the 
flexibility or challenges will be. As we have experienced over and over, when these 
guidelines are issued, it creates more uncertainty that needs to be addressed. Thank 
you for your patience while we work through any changes that are officially 
communicated to us.  In anticipation of the very warm weather forecast for the 
upcoming week, Wayne County Schools have been asking for flexibility on how to 
handle masking in school, masking during PE, masking on the playground and mask 
breaks. The guidance from the county has only changed slightly, advising that we 
provide mask breaks. We will continue to work on getting further clarification on this and 
hope to have an update by the end of the weekend.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mike Hayden, Superintendent  
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